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Re: Authority under present
law to require reciplents
of state welfare checks
and unemployment checks
to work for the propor-
tionate amount of any
they receive from the
State of Texas and re-

Dear Mr. Preston: lated questlions.

You have requested our opinion on the following gues-
tions:

"1. Does this Committee have the auth-
ority under the provisions of the Resolution
to make recommendatlons to the Speclal Sesslon
of the Ileglslature now in session?

"o, Does the State have 'State! auth-
ority to requlre reciplents of State Welfare
checks and unemployment checks to work for
the proportlionate amount of money they re-
celve from the State of Texas?

"3, Does Mr. John Winters, Director of
the Texas Department of Publlc Welfare, have
the authorify, in the event the present Congress
enacts leglslation on certain recommended re-
forms 1n the present welfare program, to pro-
ceed with placing these new reforms into
immediate operation, or, will this necessitate
a delay until the next Regular Session of the
Leglslature?"

In answer to your first question, your committee
was created by House Simple Resolution No, 140, First Called
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Session, 57th Leglslature, which states in one of 1ts resolv-
ing clauses that:

", . . this Committee shall have the duty of
determining any and all ways and means of re-
ducing costs and eliminating waste and ex-
travagances in Texas State Government opera-
tions, and determining plans of operation for
the various 3State departments, agencles and
Instltutlons whereby State services may be
most economically and efficlently rendered to
the people of this State; and reporting on
these and other matters relative to reducing
expenses of State Government to the House of
Representatives before the convening of the
next Regular Session of the legislature; . .

In view of the foregoling provisions you are advised
that the Committee does have the authorlty to make recommenda-
tions to the Special Session of the Legislature now 1ln session
on thi subject matter contained 1n House Simple Resolution
No. 140.

We have carefully examined the Public Welfare Act and
the Texas Unemployment Compensation Act. Nowhere in these Acts
do we find any provision requlring reciplents of State welfare
checks or unemployment checks to work for the proportionate
amount of any they receilve from the State of Texas.

Your second question 1s therefore answered In the
negative.

The answer o0 your third question will be dependent
upon the amendments Congress enacts into law and we do not
have any pending congressional Acts before us at the present
time. We are therefore unable to categorically answer your
third question.

SUMMARY

The Committee on Saving Taxes has
the authority under the provisions
of House Simple Resolution No. 140,
First Called Session, 57th Legisla-
ture, to make recommendations to
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APPROVED:

the Speclal Session of the lLegisla-
ture now in session. There is no
requirement In the Public Welfarc

Act or the Texas Unemployment Comperi-—
sation Act which requires reclnients
of State welfare checks or unemploy-
ment checks to work for the propor-
ticnate amount of any they recelve
from the State of Texas.

Yours very truly,

WILIL WILSON
Attorney General of Texas
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